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Parapoint Anspitzer  
Foto ©: Hans-Jürgen Denker (eig. Sammlung) 
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HBw-Aktuell No. 12/2014 

 

S U M M A R I E S 

 

page 1 Editor’s notes 
 
 The office machine auction in Cologne and the Deckstein Tennis Club meeting have 
passed. Now comes the quiet time when we can clean, repair, or restore our collectibles.  
 The department “The Office of Old” will no longer appear here, because Herr 
Schnellmann’s articles will be published in the big HBw magazine from now on. 
 This December issue is accompanied by HBw no. 98.  
 See p. 16 for an invoice for those who still wish to receive this publication on paper. 
 Our deadline for the January issue is already Dec. 14, due to Christmas! It will be 
published on Dec. 30.  
 The editors and directors of the IFHB wish all our members a blessed and 
harmonious holiday and a good new year 2015. 

Greetings from Peter Muckermann 
 

Illustration: Parapoint Pencil Sharpener, Hans-Jürgen Denker collection 
 
pages 2-4 (Meetings)  
 
p. 3: Additional domain for the IFHB: http://www.ifhb.org — the default language on this domain 
is English! The default language for ifhb.de remains German. 
 
pages 4-8, 27 (eBay auctions) 
 
page 8 (Birthdays and membership update) 
 
pages 9-11 Ivrea 
 
 Only a few tourists make it to Ivrea in northern Italy. The big city of Turin draws many 
away, and those who drive past Turin are seduced by the wide highway to drive swiftly farther 
on, for on the horizon the high mountains and romantic Valley of Aosta are already beckoning. 
 Whoever stops as a visitor in Ivrea knows why. Maybe because of the picturesque 
riverbank. But it seems unimaginable that in this pretty little town, Italy’s largest office machine 
company was based for nearly a century—a global enterprise that had 62,000 employees in 
1978, half of them in Italy. The Olivetti family was, for 70 years, the only major employer in the 
Ivrea area, and was valued for its generous social politics. Many employees lived in modern, 
company-owned housing. The company avoided blighting the town, and even the gigantic 
industrial buildings still show the high value that Olivetti placed on architecture and design, 
which also made its office machines famous. In the middle of the town, a pillar of typebars by a 
fountain remembers engineer Camillo Olivetti, who, as a Jew, signed the enterprise over to his 
son Adriano, who had been baptized Catholic, in order to preserve it from the threat of a 
takeover by the Fascist regime. 
 The German tourist is surprised when finally, in the confused streets of the old town, near 
the Dora Baltea river, he finds a very well-equipped Olivetti museum. I had hoped for such a 
thing but had hardly expected it. It comprises about 10 spacious rooms in which many beautiful 
exhibits and large photos recall the famous company and its employees. On this afternoon, 
museum docents are explaining the meaning of the objects to a large group of young people. 
 [Photos, p. 9: 1. View of the Alps behind Ivrea; 2. Roman bridge leading to the old town; 
3. Aerial view with the river in the background; main Olivetti plant in front, factory buildings in the 
background that are used by various other companies today; 4. Camillo Olivetti fountain with a 
typebar column.] 
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 [Photos, p. 10: 5. External advertisement for the Olivetti museum; 6. Divisumma 24, 
#1,000,000; 7. Dust-free environment for developing the Programma 101 in Ivrea; 8. 
Programma 101 assembly line in Harrisburg, USA.] 
 The museum’s objects include, for instance, a “Wattmetro” (electric measuring device for 
hydraulic power) with which Olivetti earned his first money in 1900, before he began with 
typewriters. The early Olivetti typewriters are found amidst predecessors and contemporaries 
such as Hammond, Remington 7, Corona 3, Blickensderfer 5 and Mignon 2. Then there are the 
many typewriters from Olivetti, which were made here in Ivrea for decades in impressive 
external designs. Not everything was made here; after 1950 further factories were built in 
northern and southern Italy, Spain, Brazil, and Argentina. [The Spanish factory in Barcelona 
actually dates from before the war. —Trans.] 
 The history of adding and calculating machines is also documented thoroughly. In 1948 
the first printing 4-function calculator, the Divisumma, came to market, followed by the Summa 
15 (1949) and the Divisumma 24 (1956). Two-thirds of the machines produced were sold 
outside Italy. In a special case in the museum you can find Divisumma 24 #1,000,000 (see 
photo). Was there ever a more successful machine of this kind?  
 In the ’50s, Olivetti began to turn to the US market. First there was the takeover of 
Underwood, then the collaboration with General Electric, and in 1959, probably thanks to this 
collaboration, the first computer with transistor technology (the Elea 9003) was produced. 
Finally, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in 1970, Olivetti built a large plant to produce the 
Programma 101, called “the world’s first desktop computer.” 
 The many red-painted display cases in the museum are thoroughly interesting, but a look 
into the museum’s repair shop is still more surprising. One is amazed at the sight of the 
countless mechanical and electronic accounting machines. Unlike its great German competitors 
such as Olympia, Diehl, and Triumph-Adler (which was taken over by Olivetti at a loss in 1986), 
the Italian company made notebook computers and PCs until 1995, albeit with a reduced 
number of employees and with partners in the Far East. For a while it was the second-largest 
manufacturer after IBM. And for quite a while it also still made electronic typewriters. 
Afterwards, it concentrated on telecommunications, together with Mannesmann. Today Olivetti 
is a division of Telecom Italia and manufactures ATMs, cash registers, and multi-function 
printers nad copiers. 
 The visit to the Olivetti museum broadened my horizon as a collector. Finally I took a 
closer look at the Alps, which form the horizon of Ivrea to the north. But back in Hamburg, I 
paged through the 1974 Office Machine Lexicon and ascertained that even then, Olivetti offered 
an impressively broad palette of office machines, including OCR devices, printers, modems, 
telecommunication devices, computers, accounting machines, calculators, and typewriters. 
[Various models are listed on p. 11.] 
 From other sources we know that Olivetti also produced programmable machine tools 
and office furniture. 
 [Photos, p. 11: 8. Olivetti portable typewriters; 9. Audit 313 accounting machine; 10. 
museum signs; 11. The legendary Programma 101 of 1965.] 

Martin Reese 
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 The auction weekend began already on Friday, Nov. 14, at 4 pm, with microscopes, 
optical and scientific instruments, scales, nautical items, etc. 
 On Saturday the preview times were 8-10 am. The auction began at 10 am. (List of 
results follows.) All prices include fees and taxes. 
 Naturally, one could also follow this auction online and bid online if one had 
preregistered. 
 There were only 14 lots of calculators on offer, and not many more of typewriters (16). 
It’s no surprise that this time again several collectors stayed away, although some valuable 


